
M a r y l a n d   C o m b i n e d   T r a i n i n g   A s s o c i a t i o n

THE SPIRIT OF HEAVEN TROPHY

This trophy, first awarded for the 2024 season, was donated by Cynthia Hiener in honor of her
daughter Leah’s retired Pony Club and eventing partner affectionately known as “Jay.”  It
recognizes the junior MCTA member submitting the most points for placing in elementary horse
trials—all those with jumps lower than the 2’3” (Starter) level.  Cynthia describes Spirit of Heaven
as having the “biggest heart” and being the “safest mount out there [who] didn’t know she wasn’t
a breed that people accepted as an ‘English’ mount, much less an eventer.”  Jay is a Tennessee
Walking Horse that Leah, with help from trainer (and MCTA super-volunteer) Chris Donovan,
took to no less than four USPC Championships despite once crying all the way home from a lesson
at which someone told her she would never get such a horse to that level.  The pair placed third in
Novice eventing at the 2018 Pony Club Championships and competed in show jumping in the
other three.  Like any true eventer, Jay’s favorite phase was cross country where she was a forward
but always safe mount.  The year-end trophy honoring her is a reminder of what hard work, a big
heart, and tenacity (not to mention ignoring the nay-sayers) can accomplish.

                                                   2024          Sadie Paukovits

                                                   2025          Aubrey Dozier



 

                              Spirit of Heaven and rider Leah Hiener at the 2019 US Pony Club Championships at the
                          Tryon International Equestrian Center, Mill Pond, NC where they competed in show jumping.

                      Leah and “Jay” showing the form that led them to
success in both Pony Club and open competition.




