Maryland Combined Training Association

“Jenny Camp” Horse Trials

Jenny Camp, pictured above, was foaled at the storied U.S. Army Remount Station in Front Royal, Virginia in 1926.
Later, at the equally storied Advanced Equitation School at Fort Riley, Kansas, she was paired with Col Earl F.
“Tommy” Thompson. In the days when eventing was known as “The Military” and all contestants were cavalry
officers, the pair distinguished themselves by winning individual silver and team gold at the 1932 Olympics in Los
Angeles and repeating for individual silver at the 1936 Games in Berlin—the best Olympic record of any American
horse to date. Later, as eventing transitioned to a civilian sport in the 1960s, the U.S. Combined Training
Association [now the USEA] briefly designated its introductory level the “Jenny Camp” division.

Although that name was no longer in general use in 1972 when MCTA’s fall unrecognized event was first held, it
was given to the competition by vice-president Ron Scornavacca and has been used ever since. “Jenny Camp” was
founded because many of the volunteers who had worked so hard on MCTA’s Jackson’s Hole event and other
activities decided they wanted a lower level 3-phase in which they would feel comfortable riding. It has had many
homes over the years, beginning—Iike the association itself—at McDonogh School. After being held at
steeplechaser Tiger Bennett’s farm in 1974 it moved to Paradise Farm (now a housing development) in Timonium
for two years before settling at Joan Hoblitzell’s Tuckahoe Farm in Glyndon where the stadium scene above was
snapped in 1979. Shockey and Iva Gillet bought the farm in 1986 and renamed it Hunting Ridge, but Jenny Camp
was still held there until 1988. Ami Howard’s Olney Farm in Joppa took it in in 1989 while a more permanent home
was being established at St. Timothy’s School in Stevenson. After 1998 Jenny Camp again fell victim to
development but found a new longtime home at Holly Gilmore’s Tranquillity Manor Farm in Monkton. Except for
a one-year visit to Michele Buford’s Weave-A-Dream Farm in Hampstead to celebrate the millennium, MCTA’s fall
“Jenny Camp” event was held at Tranquillity from 1999 through 2012. Its 2013 move to Shawan Downs was
prompted by reasoning similar to that behind its founding: to provide MCTA’s many lower level riders—who still
comprise the bulk of its volunteers—an opportunity to ride at one of the country’s premier eventing venues.



Scenes from the 2007, 2008, and 2011 Jenny Camp events at Tranquillity, including long-time course builder Jim
Miller’s train (center, top) which made the move from the event’s previous venue, St. Timothy’s School in
Stevenson.
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Like all of MCTA’s events, Jenny Camp offers perpetual trophies for its members with the best scores at each level
of competition. The trophy display is usually accompanied by lists of former winners as well as lists of previous

organizers, old photos, and other bits of the events’ history.
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The first trophy winners to claim their prizes at Shawan Downs:

Julie Abe and Effie—
Training

Courtney Sendak and Quote the
Raven—Beginner Novice

Sarah Bratton and Ekara—
Jr/YR Novice
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Laura Peet and Finnigan— Sydney Montano and Big Red— Molly Lewis [and I Love Lunal—
Introductory Novice and Above Pony Clubber Beginner Novice and Below Pony Clubber
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As always in eventing, volunteers are crucial. Here the starter at
Jenny Camp ’08 gives the 10 second warning at the start of cross country.
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Volunteers also tend to be versatile and long-serving. Andi Yellott,
Jenny Camp’s organizer when it returned to Tranquillity in 2001
and 2002, also served—as shown here—as the stadium announcer
for the event at Shawan Downs.
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Volunteer scenes from the 42" annual Jenny Camp at its new venue, Shawan Downs:

volunteer coordinator for many, many MCTA events over many years and Jenny Camp *13 cross country steward
(left), organizer Martha Parkman and her “chauffer” (center) and co-organizer Toni Woods checking with a fence
judge (right).

Scorer (and MCTA
president/computer
whiz) Chris
Donovan got some
help from pre-
electronic age Ruth
Frey (also MCTA’s
“calendar keeper”
and unofficial
historian) in the
trailer-office at
Shawan Downs.

MCTA members often volunteer even for normally paid positions, as founding member Ann McKay did when she
served as the Technical Delegate (measuring fence) for Jenny Camp *13. Also volunteering was the hard-working
stadium crew, all from Oldfields School—Director of Riding Amy Phillips (behind fence) and students Molly
Campagne (kneeling) and Caroline Carney.
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