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Summer Combined Tests / Starter Event 

 
In 1972, its very first year, MCTA held a summer competition on  

the football field at McDonogh School.  Designed to attract 

jumper riders to the new sport of eventing, it included separate 

jumper classes (with cash prizes) as well as dressage and 

combined tests.  This format was repeated in 1973, but no 

summer competition was held in 1974. 

 
From 1975 through 1979 MCTA’s summer competition, a 

combined test with optional additional dressage tests and a 

special horsemanship class scored like a dressage test, was held 

at Ship’s Quarters Farm in Westminster.  At left, Ruth Frey and 

Croxteth Road compete at Novice (then called “Pre-Training”) in      

                                                                                  August of 1976.                                                              Sherry Schnepfe photo 

 

       

 

The lower dressage arena at Ship’s Quarters, located 

near the pond and surrounded by willow trees, was a  

favorite for the August combined tests. 
                                                                           Dana Bright photo  
 

This view toward Sullivan Road from the stadium field 

at Ship’s Quarters would today show a housing develop- 

ment beyond the dressage arena in the background. 
                                                            Sherry Schnepfe photo  
 

 

 

 



                                                                                    

When the summer competition moved to the Green Spring Hounds show grounds in Glyndon in 1980 it merited a 

write-up in the Chronicle: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The summer competitions were held at  Goucher College 

in Towson from 1988 through 1990.  A starter horse trial  

was added in ’88 and the combined tests were dropped in 

’90, but separate dressage classes were offered in all three 

years.  Here Ruth Frey and Sunbrook Bridge (“Boomer”) 

compete in a Training Level dressage-only class in 1988.   
                                                                        Barbara M. Wagner photo 

             

 



 

 

 

 

Competitors on their way to and in action on the cross country course in 2009,  the last year that MCTA’s summer    

competition was held (as simply a starter horse trials) at Dorothy Troutman’s Glennwood Farm in Upper Marlboro.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                Leslie Bertram photos 

 

 

  
                                                                       Brittany Sommer photo                                                                                        Leslie Bertram photo 

 

Since 2010 the summer competition has continued as a starter horse trials but the venue has been Holly Gilmore’s 

Tranquillity Manor Farm in Monkton.  Above, Sarah Whitehead (left) is in fine stadium form aboard Kathy Sanner’s 

Connemara-Thoroughbred After Hours (aka Annie) while Junior Novice winner Kara Meuser (right) tackles cross 

country on her own Mo Farah at the 2013 event.  Below, junior Logyn Beckwith on Code Red, young rider Maggie 

Herzog on Pepper Sauce, and senior Barbara Dreyer on Sweet Indulgence prove that the Starter Event is a 

competition for all ages and stages of experience. 
 

        

 
 

Leslie Bertram photos 
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Fence judges—here  working  the  starter event’s lowest                                   

division at Glennwood Farm—are the quintessential cross country volunteers! 

 

 

     

                 

    

 

 

 

Sometimes MCTA is lucky enough to have even 

officials volunteer, as did Ann McKay (back to 

camera) when she served as the TD at the starter 

event for several years.  (That’s 2012 stadium scribe 

Ruth Frey with the measuring stick; she and Ann are 

the only founding members still active in the 

organization.) 

 

 

                                                                                                                  

 

In 2014 pipeline construction took over much of Tranquillity Manor Farm making it impossible to create a flowing 

cross country course, so MCTA’s summer event temporarily became an event derby.  Dressage was held as usual, 

but there was only one jumping phase which combined both stadium and cross country fences.  Separate dressage 

classes were also ridden, and cross country schooling was allowed on the parts of the course that were still 

accessible.  A full horse trial should again be possible in 2016. 
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