
 

Maryland Dressage & Combined Training
Association

SPRING 2026 NEWSLETTER

Growing and Connecting the Eventing Community
Founded in 1972, the Maryland Dressage & Combined Training Association, formerly known

as MCTA, is one of the longest continuously running eventing organizations in North
America.

In This Issue
Ramping up for our 54th Annual Horse Trials - Lots of Info!
Education & Continued Learning Committee: Spring Activities
Membership Committee Perks, MDCTA Bucks & Reminders
Sponsor Spotlight: Welcome Stubben North America!

Ramping up for our 54th Annual Horse Trials & 2026 Jenny Camp
Starter Trials at Shawan Downs
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May 12:
(Tuesday)
Entries close for
54th Annual
Horse Trials

May 19:
(Tuesday)
Entries close for
Jenny Camp
Starter Trials
June 7

May 23
(Saturday)
through Friday,
May 29

Volunteer Hours
Available at
Shawan Downs

May 29:(Friday)
MDCTA Course
Walks planned
after 4 pm on
the XC course -
various levels,
Leaders TBA

May 30-31:
(Saturday-
Sunday) 54th
Annual MDCTA
recognized
Horse Trials,
volunteers
needed,
competition
Starter -
Preliminary

June 1-5: (Mon-
Thurs) XC
schooling,
Starter- Training
Levels, weather
dependent,
volunteer
monitors
needed

June 6:
(Saturday) Prep
Day for Jenny
Camp - Shawan
closed to
schooling

June 7: Jenny
Camp Starter
Trials,
volunteers
needed,
competition
levels from
pre-starter up
to Training
level

June 7: (Sunday
afternoon/early
evening) TIME
PERMITTING
XC schooling
following horse
trial competition

June 8-15: Take
down and clean
up, volunteer
hours available

MDCTA Horse Trials Updates

Jenny Camp; Volunteering; Links to Omnibus Page and Water Jump Update

Jenny Camp Starter Trials
Don't forget our 25-year-old Jenny Camp
Starter Trials. What makes Jenny Camp
special is the ideal galloping fields of
Shawan, where you can only compete
once a year; the opportunity to school
the cross-country fields in the week prior
(nobody does that but MDCTA!), and the
flexibility of doing a combined test or a
full three-phase horse trial, at any
desired level (such as riding a Novice
dressage test and show jumping course,
then Beginner Novice xc course for
confidence!) Many green horses and
new eventers have enjoyed a fun day at

Every spring we look around and say to
ourselves - can we do it one more year?
It's hard to imagine, but this competition
is over 50 years in existence, and the
people who have gone before us have
dedicated a lot of time and effort to
keeping it going. We can do no less!

May 30-31 (S-S) - 54th Annual MCTA
Horse Trials (Saturday and Sunday,
schedule determined after entries close)
Shawan Downs
June 7 (Sunday) Jenny Camp Starter
Trials - Shawan Downs
Oct. 4 (Sunday) Fall Starter
Trials,Tranquillity Manor Farm
The Omnibus link is live! Opening
Date: April 14 - Closing Date: May 12 -
Enter at evententries.com.
A word about entering: The sooner you
can enter the better.

https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005
https://mdcta.com/htevent/2026-mdcta-jenny-camp-horse-trials-at-shawan-downs-2/
https://mdcta.com/htevent/2026-mdcta-jenny-camp-horse-trials-at-shawan-downs-2/
https://mdcta.com/htevent/2026-mdcta-jenny-camp-horse-trials-at-shawan-downs-2/
https://mdcta.com/htevent/2026-mdcta-jenny-camp-horse-trials-at-shawan-downs-2/
https://mdcta.com/htevent/2026-mdcta-jenny-camp-horse-trials-at-shawan-downs-2/
https://mdcta.com/htevent/2026-mdcta-jenny-camp-horse-trials-at-shawan-downs-2/
https://mdcta.com/htevent/2026-mdcta-jenny-camp-horse-trials-at-shawan-downs-2/
https://mdcta.com/htevent/2026-mdcta-jenny-camp-horse-trials-at-shawan-downs-2/
https://mdcta.com/htevent/2026-mdcta-jenny-camp-horse-trials-at-shawan-downs-2/
https://mdcta.com/htevent/2026-mdcta-jenny-camp-horse-trials-at-shawan-downs-2/
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005


Jenny Camp and returned in following
years to be successful moving up to our
MCTA recognized horse trials!

Local Professional Kate Chadderton
Sparks Our Water Jump Funding!

UPDATE ON WATER JUMP FUNDING
As of this writing, due to the generosity
of eventing professional and USEA ECP
Level IV Instructor Kate Chadderton,
over half of the funds needed have been
gathered! Kate gave five lessons at her
Durunda Farm in Cochranville, PA., to
donors on a flash Facebook post
incentivizing the water jump fund in
March.
She wrote, "MCTA is a terrific event.
There’s actual room to gallop, it’s well
organised and a great core of hard
working volunteers!"
Thank you so much to the following
eventers who supported MDCTA as of
this newsletter!

Elizabeth Callahan, Cool Na
Grena Sporthorses
Stacy Olexy
Jennifer Long
Amanda Savage
Tracy Gold

Many thanks to Wendy Tobias who will
be stewarding SJ at Shawan. Join our
team!
MDCTA is looking for stewards for
dressage and XC at all of our horse
trials. We will train!
Volunteer positions are now up at this
link at Eventingvolunteers.com. There
are many things to do before the event
that are fun, enjoyable, get those hours
clocked - earn MDCTA Bucks! We will be
at Shawan almost every weekend
working on projects; we have quite a few
jumps needing to be painted.
To volunteers: If you need help logging
in to the eventingvolunteers.com
program, registering, or would like to
volunteer outside of the program - no
problem. Contact Chris, Ellen, or Holly
via email for questions.
We are looking for a generous sponsor
to help with funding an approximately
$2,000 improvement project with the
water jump - as soon as possible so it
can be ready for the competition! If you
or your business would like to help -
please contact Holly or Chris for details.
We are 501c3 so donations are tax
deductible.

-- Organizer Chris Donovan

LIVE LINKS:
USEA OMNIBUS LISTING for
MDCTA 54th ANNUAL HORSE
TRIALS
MDCTA Website Information on
54th Annual USEA Horse Trials
VOLUNTEER SIGNUP PORTAL
for MDCTA Horse Trials at
eventingvolunteers.com
MDCTA Website Information on
Jenny Camp Starter Trials

MDCTA Education & Continued Learning Committee
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March 2026
GRID PRO QUO clinic with Margaret Rizzo McKelvy at Covered Bridge Farm, Woodbine,
MD in March had a full schedule of 10 riders. It was really fun!

April 2026
How To: Optimum Time/Meters per Minute - w/ Ginger LaBarre - April 4 -10am - Ship's
Quarters Farm 1665 Goldsmith Dr, Westminster, MD - Join us for a clinic you cannot afford
to miss! Learn how to ride at (and feel for) the optimum time of your cross-country level. Not
"how to gallop" but how to measure your xc course and adapt your horse's stride to your
speed. StriderPro registration HERE

May 2026
OPEN NOW, Closes on Apr. 29, 2026. Our very popular Dressage Clinic with David Ziegler
at Full Moon Farm returns! - May 3 - This clinic filled last year and David was an instant
favorite with MDCTA members. His insight and ability to help eventers is legendary! Sign up
at StriderPro HERE

XC Course Walks - led by experts TBA at Shawan, Friday, May 29 - More info coming!

Sponsor Spotlight:
Welcome Stubben North America!

Stubben Saddle Fitter Susan Jarboe
Joins MDCTA as a Partner Sponsor!
MDCTA welcomes Sue Jarboe, Stubben Saddles
North America! Sue will plan to be at the 54th Annual
Horse Trials at Shawan Downs on May 30-31 to meet
riders, competitors and members and anyone who
would like to discover Stubben saddles for themselves
and their horses or ponies. Consider giving Sue a call
or message for information on fitting! She's filling her
calendar now.
Stubben Saddles
Contact Sue directly at:
s.jarboe@stubbensaddles.com

Jump Sponsorships Available!

MDCTA is seeking Jump Sponsors for our 54th Annual Horse Trials, Jenny Camp and Fall Starter
Trials. Would you like to support our mission - and keep our legendary cross-country course as a

https://www.striderpro.com/a/B-vGKWIzMUucdp0J5rCn_A
https://www.striderpro.com/a/fj53kUFPfEy1SY6g5EGfYQ
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vibrant part of the sport? Consider a $350 Jump
Sponsorship, $400+Partner Sponsorship or $3,000
Title Sponsorship today. We provide sponsors with
a full array of brand awareness!
Check out our 2026 Sponsor Brochure here.
We are happy to accept donations and amounts
other than our listed levels - go in with friends! We
are 501(c)3 so donations are charitable. We love
our sponsors!

2026 Sponsors to date:
STUBBEN SADDLES/Sue Jarboe

IN HONOR OF NATE
STACY OLEXY

COOL NA GRENA SPORTHORSES/Elizabeth Callahan

Do you want to contribute to MDCTA online? Here's PayPal and Venmo for your convenience. We
also accept Zelle - contact Holly or Chris.

MDCTA Membership Committee Update

NEW Membership Perks!
EQUITAGZ is offering all MDCTA
Members a 20% discount on custom
orders! Equitagz offers premium hand
stamped tags for horse blankets,
tack, equipment, pet collars and
more.

FREE RIDE EQUESTRIAN is offering a
10% discount to all MDCTA Members
on online orders, and 5% from your
order will go back to MDCTA! Free
Ride Equestrian designs athletic apparel
for Equestrians. We strive to create

https://mdcta.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/MDCTA-Sponsorship-2026.pdf
https://equitagz.com/about/
https://shopfre.com/


Your Equitagz MDCTA Member code
is EQ20.

products that make riders feel
comfortable and confident in the saddle.
Your Free Ride Equestrian MDCTA
Member code is mdcta

Member News:
We have two great membership perks from Equitagz and Free Ride Equestrian!
If you forget the codes, don't worry. We'll send a Members Only email out in April with all Member
Perks listed.
MDCTA Bucks
Did you know that you can pay for one of our unrecognized horse trials entries with MDCTA
Bucks? Yes! Here's how:

Bucks are based on hours worked; 4 hours (half day) is $25 and 8 hours (full day) is $50. 
Trade Bucks for discounts or full fare to our starter events, banquet, and some clinics. 
Bucks do not split or have balances (if you pay for a $110 entry with Bucks of $50, $50, and
$25, you have cashed in the full $125 value of your bucks).

Member Trophies At Our MDCTA Events
﻿Reminder: To be eligible for our beautiful heritage trophies at the 54th Annual recognized horse
trials and the Jenny Camp Starter Trials, you must be a member by CLOSING DATE (May 12/May

19)
MDCTA Membership offers a number of great perks. Enjoy:
Free USEA Supporting Membership; Access to clinics and educational activities FREE or at a
substantially reduced rate with top local and national clinicians and instructors; With MDCTA Bucks,
discounted entries, schooling, and other added benefits (such as the two retail offers above.)
(a) Individual: $60.00 (b) Family (2 to 6 individuals in same household): $150.00 (c) Lifetime –
Individual: $500.00 (d) Lifetime - Family: $750.00 Renew Your Membership Here

News Bits

MDCTA has the Apparel Store back with Mountain Ash. We are digitizing our logo so it will be
available to be embroidered on ANYTHING you may want to wear or use!
https://mountainashapparel.com/collections/maryland-combined-training-association

Thanks to our new Newsletter Sponsor: Fair Hill Saddlery

https://mdcta.com/membership/
https://mountainashapparel.com/collections/maryland-combined-training-association
https://www.fairhillsaddlery.com/


MDCTA Calendar - The Next 8 Weeks In MD/Mid Atlantic
Eventing

MARCH 2026
Mar 28 St. Augustine PC Jumper Show, Clubgrounds, Warwick, MD
Mar 28 - XC 101 & XC 2.0 Clinic Series, Full Moon Farm, Finksburg, MD ridewithfmf2@gmail.com
Mar 29 St. Augustine PC CT, Clubgrounds, Warwick, MD
Mar 29 Eventing Lessons, Sally Cousins, Cheshire Run Farm, Davidsonville, MD
Mar 29 Dressage Fix-A-Test I, Red Gate Farm, Bluemont, VA
Mar 29 Green Spring Valley Hounds Point to Point Races, Shawan Downs, Cockeysville, MD.

APRIL 2026
Apr 4 MDCTA Meter/Pace Clinic (Ginger LaBarre) Ship's Quarters Farm, Westminster
april.labarre@gmail.com, register online at StriderPro.com, MDCTA Member discount!
Apr 4 Blue Goose Stable CT/DS, Cochranville PA
Apr 4 - XC 101 & XC 2.0 Clinic Series, Full Moon Farm, Finksburg, MD ridewithfmf2@gmail.com
Apr 4 Pick Your Time/Test Schooling at Loch Moy Farm, Adamstown
www.themarylandhorsetrials.com
Apr 6 USEF Town Hall meeting, 5 pm
Apr 11 Cavaletti Clinic (Michele Wellman) By Chance Farm, Union Bridge
Apr 11-12 MDHT Dover Saddlery Highland Series Starter HT, Adamstown, MD
Apr 11-12 Dressage Clinic (Janet Foy) Chesapeake Dressage Institute, Annapolis, MD
Apr 12 - Full Moon Farm Eventing Foundation Spring Festival Fundraiser, Derby Cross, Fun
Run & Silent Auction, Full Moon Farm, Finksburg, MD www.fullmoonfarm.com
Apr 14 - Entries Open For 54th Annual MDCTA Horse Trials at Shawan Downs, Cockeysville,
MD, Evententries.com, MDCTA.COM USEA Omnibus Listing
Apr 14 MDCTA Planning Meeting, 7 pm (Meeting link: https://meet.google.com/hyr-gfic-gvg)
Apr 14-16 - USEA Coaches Program ECP Jumping Workshop, Destination Farm, Dickerson, MD -
contact bbishop@useventing.com
Apr 15 - XC Schooling, Plantation Field, Unionville, PA www.plantationfieldhorsetrials.com
Apr 16 - Bender Educational Series Talk, The Art & Science of Saddle Functionality & Fitting
(Annette Gavin & Amber Markley) Maryland Horse Library, Reisterstown, MD
Apr 17-18 Fair Hill International CCI/April HT/CT, FHNRMA, Elkton, MD
www.fairhillinternational.com
Apr 18-19 Loch Moy Farm Spring Fling Dressage Show USDF Adamstown, MD
Apr 19 FHI Unrecognized HT, FHNRMA, Elkton, MD www.fairhillinternational.com
Apr 19 Full Moon Farm Spring Thing Unrecognized HT, Poles-M/T, Finksburg, MD
www.fullmoonfarm.com

https://evententries.com/#ShowCenter
https://mdcta.com/htevent/2026-mdcta-horse-trials-at-shawan-downs-2/
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005
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Apr 20 Waredaca Eventing Education Foundation Road To the Classic Seminar: Making A Fitness
Plan (Natalie Hollis & Suz Cornue) online, korizzo@smcm.edu
Apr 21 FHI XC Schooling Day, 3-7pm, Sawmill Field, Elkton www.fairhillinternational.com
Apr 21-22 Succeed XC 2-Day Master Class with Lucinda Green, Adamstown, MD
https://themarylandhorsetrials.com/events/lucinda-green-clinic-tentative/
Apr 25 FHI XC Schooling Day, 3-7pm, Sawmill Field, Elkton www.fairhillinternational.com
Apr 29 MDHT Twilight Eventing, Loch Moy Farm, Adamstown www.themarylandhorsetrials.com
Apr 29 - Deadline for signup - MDCTA Dressage Clinic with David Ziegler - See StriderPro
registraion here

MAY 2026
May 2 Sporthorse Form and Function Conformation Clinic, (Anne Moss) Silver Fern Farm,
Earleville, MD
May 2 Blue Goose Stable DS I, Cochranville, PA
May 2 Fair Hill Spring Paper Chase, Elkton, MD
May 2-3 Waredaca Spring USEA/USEF Horse Trials, Laytonsville, MD (S-P) www.waredaca.com
May 3 MDCTA Dressage Clinic (David Ziegler) Full Moon Farm, Finksburg, MD See
StriderPro for details and registration. Deadline Apr. 29 for signup! MDCTA Member
Discount!
May 3 Morningside at Columbia HC CT/DSS (S-T, TOC) Laurel, MD
May 7 Waredaca Farm Taproom Thursday Schooling Evening I, Laytonsville, MD.
www.waredaca.com
May 9 Plantation Field USEA/USEF HT, Unionville, PA (S-I)
May 9 Waredaca Nunn Finer Starter HT/CT, Laytonsville,MD (PS-T)
May 9 Rolling Hills CT/DSS (S-P, Intro-TOC) Port Deposit, MD
May 9 PVDA Peninsula DSS, Layfield Sport Horses, Princess Anne, MD
May 9-10 PVDA Spring USDF Dressage Show, Loch Moy Farm, Adamstown, MD
May 10 Plantation Field Unrecognized HT, Unionville, PA (S-M)
May 12 Deadline to Enter the 54th Annual MDCTA Horse Trials at Shawan Downs,
Cockeysville, MD. Evententries.com, MDCTA.COM USEA Omnibus Listing
May 12 MDCTA Planning Meeting, 7 pm (Meeting link: https://meet.google.com/hyr-gfic-gvg)
May 12 Expert Jumping Day (Stephen Bradley) Waredaca Farm, Laytonsville, MD.
May 12 Waredaca Eventing Education Foundation Road To the Classic Seminar: Steeplechase &
Pace (Stephen Bradley) online, korizzo@smcm.edu
May 13 MDHT Twilight Eventing, Loch Moy Farm, Adamstown www.themarylandhorsetrials.com
May 15-17 LandSafe Unmounted Clinics (Danny & Keli Warrington) Bay Point Equestrian Center,
Berlin, MD. Jessica Briles, baypointequestrian@gmail.com
May 16 151st Preakness Stakes, Laurel Park, MD
May 16 PVDA Friendship Chapter DSS, Schooley Mill Park, Highland MD
May 16 Ship's Quarters Farm JSS, Westminster, MD
May 16-17 Fair Hill Intl. May USEA/USEF Horse Trials, Elkton, MD (S-A)
May 16-17 Plantation Field Spring Fling USDF/USEF Dressage Show, Unionville, PA
May 17 Full Moon Farm JSS, Farm Family/Jackalope Ent., Finksburg, MD (18"-3'6")
May 17 PVDA Promise Landing Farm DSS, Upper Marlboro, MD
May 17 MAHR All Thoroughbred Show, Tranquillity Farm, Monkton, MD
May 19 FHI XC Schooling Day, 3-7pm, Sawmill Field, Elkton www.fairhillinternational.com
May 20 Plantation Field Weds. JSS (2'3"-3'9") Unionville, PA
May 21 Waredaca Farm Taproom Thursday Schooling Evening I, Laytonsville, MD.
www.waredaca.com
May 22 Rolling Hills Ranch Friday Evening JSS, Port Deposit, MD (poles-3'3")
May 23 Blue Goose CT/DSS, BS-P, Cochranville, PA
May 23-24 MDHT Highland Starter HT, Loch Moy Farm (PS-PM), Adamstown, MD﻿
May 23-May 29 - Volunteer Work Days at Shawan Downs for the 54th Annual MDCTA Horse
Trials,many jobs available, register here for your hours - anyone welcome, need not be a
member! Or contact Chris Donovan
May 24 PVDA Free Rein Farm DSS, Gaithersburg, MD
May 26 Deadline for entry, MDCTA Jenny Camp Starter Trials, Shawan Downs, June 7, 2026
See Evententries, mdcta.com
May 27 MDHT Twilight Eventing, Loch Moy Farm, Adamstown www.themarylandhorsetrials.com
May 29 MDCTA Cross Country Course Walks, Leaders TBA - 4pm-8pm at Shawan Downs
Details will be announced

https://evententries.com/#ShowCenter
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May 29 St. Augustine PC Springfest JSS, Buckworth Field, Chesapeake City, MD.
https://www.facebook.com/staugustineponyclub
May 30 St. Augustine PC Springfest CT, Buckworth Field, Chesapeake City, MD.
https://www.facebook.com/staugustineponyclub
May 30-31 MDCTA 54th Annual Horse Trials at Shawan Downs, Cockeysville, MD. Tailgating
free, spectators welcome, volunteers welcome, sign up at eventingvolunteers.com/ Stubben
Saddle booth with Stubben Rep Susan Jarboe, R & B Eats and Bon Appetit Bowls food
trucks, more TBA. www.mdcta.com
May 31 St. Augustine PC Springfest Starter HT, Buckworth Field, Chesapeake City, MD.
https://www.facebook.com/staugustineponyclub

Full Competition & Non-Competition Calendar including PA, NJ, VA & DE events at the MDCTA Website
Do you have an event to be listed here? Email MDCTA Newsletter MCTA Newsletter Inquiry

﻿MARYLAND DRESSAGE & COMBINED TRAINING ASSOCIATION |
MDCTA.COM

Join/Renew Membership | Sponsorship | MDCTA Horse Trials | Volunteer
MDCTA on Facebook | MDCTA on Instagram

Contact Us For More Information | Want to keep getting this newsletter? Click Here
Got a newsletter suggestion? MDCTA Newsletter Inquiry

Maryland Combined Training Association | 1401 Shawan Road | Cockeysville, MD 20130 US

Unsubscribe | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=19005
https://mdcta.com/mcta-calendar/
mailto:eventhorse@gmail.com
https://mdcta.com/membership/
https://mdcta.com/sponsorships/
https://useventing.com/events-competitions/calendar/event?event=18747
https://www.eventingvolunteers.com/events/8201/signup
https://www.facebook.com/mctaeventing
https://www.instagram.com/mcta_eventing/
https://mdcta.com/send-a-message/
https://mdcta.com/stay-in-touch/
mailto:eventhorse@gmail.com
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=8a1f925c-17b7-4f08-b31a-936f0b738239
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=8a1f925c-17b7-4f08-b31a-936f0b738239

