Maryland Combined Training Association

YOUR ROYAL MAJESTY “ROCKY” MEMORIAL TROPHY
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Beginning in 2023, this lovely bronze horse statuette mounted on a solid wood base goes to the
MCTA member (of any age) with the best score at the Modified level at the annual recognized
horse trial at Shawan Downs.

But it has quite a prior history! Originally meant for the Intermediate level, it was acquired and
donated by “event mom” and frequent MCTA volunteer Kate Pratt. From 2006 through 2015
Barbara and Geoffrey Griffiths of Treasured Motorcar Services Ltd. (for which it was originally
named) donated an engraved crystal “keeper” trophy for each year’s winner. (In its first two
years the trophy itself went to the MCTA member with the best Intermediate score while the
crystal “keeper” went to the overall rider with the best score; for the next 15 years it simply went
to the overall rider with the best score.)

Upon Geoffrey Griffiths’ death in 2016 Josette Mitchell generously agreed to supply the keepers
for this trophy, and it was renamed the Your Royal Majesty Memorial Trophy in memory of her
very successful event horse, fondly known as “Rocky.” Although in less than stellar condition
when Josette acquired him in July of 1991, Rocky thrived under her care. The pair had their first
clinic at Morven Park with Jack LeGoff, long-time USET 3-day coach, and continued to work
with many of the eventing legends of their time—Jim Wofford, Bruce Davidson, and two-time
winner of the trophy Phillip Dutton. Josette and Rocky trained up to the Intermediate level and
remained together until Rocky’s passing at the age of 29 in 2012. When MCTA discontinued
Intermediate competition at its recognized horse trial Josette again generously agreed to switch
the trophy to the Modified level, which had been created by USEA in 2017 as a step between
Training and Preliminary.

2006 Overall: Sharon White (Ronaldo)
MCTA: Hans Gerling-Dunsmore (Leap)
2007 Overall: Holly Payne (Madeline)

MCTA: not awarded
2008 Phillip Dutton (Galileo VI)



2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025
2026

Laura Ward (Golden Opportunity)

Erin Sylvester (No Boundaries)

Phillip Dutton (Che Kairo)

Lucia Strini (Carlingford Merlot)

Kate Chadderton (VS McCuan Civil Liberty)
Kim Severson (Cooley Cross Border)

Ryan Wood (Woodstock Bennett)

not awarded (CT only)

Allison Springer (Lord Willing)

Boyd Martin (Contessa)

Colleen Rutledge (Confidence Game)

Event canceled due to Covid-19 Pandemic
Lauren Nicholson / Landmark’s Monte Carlo
No Intermediate level offered

Transferred to Modified but not awarded

Not awarded
Colleen Rutledge (Karisa T)
Colleen Rutledge (Atomic Blonde)

Josette Mitchell and Your Royal Majesty (“Rocky”’) coming
off the Preliminary bank at Jackson’s Hole in 1999.



