vmMaryland Combined Training Association

THE KICK ON TROPHY IN MEMORY OF KIM MEIER

Once the U.S. Eventing Association recognized the Starter level of competition, MCTA
immediately added it to its USEA horse trials and longtime “trophy keeper”” Mardi Herman stepped
up to donate this silver tray for the Junior/Young Rider (since 2025 just Junior) member with the
best score at the new level. It honors the memory of her dear friend, coach, and fellow MCTA
member Kim Meier. Beginning with the Green Mountain Pony Club and training with Denny
Emerson in Vermont, Kim reached the highest level of eventing, completing both the now-5*s at
Kentucky and Burghley in 2004 on Test Run. Like most of the horses she evented, “Merle” was
a homebred that Kim had brought up through the levels herself. Beside breeding, she trained and
taught all levels of horses and riders (and hosted a therapeutic riding program) at her farm near
Worton in Maryland’s Kent County. Kim’s name, as well as those of her horses and students,
graces many of MCTA’s perpetual trophies. After a freak schooling accident left her a
quadriplegic in 2007, Kim courageously followed her signature advice and “kicked on,” remaining
involved with eventing by, among other things, judging all three phases of various MCTA events.
Her daughter Kelly, also an eventer, presented the Kick On Trophy to its first winner.
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