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Jean Horst Gore was thoroughly immersed in the sport of eventing for the last five decades of her 

life, equally active as a competitor and as a volunteer.  Jeanie rode hunter ponies while a student 

at her beloved Roland Park Country School, but as so often happens, college, marriage, and 

parenthood drew her away from horses for a time.  Fortuitously, she returned just as combined 

training was getting firmly established as a civilian sport in the United States.  She fox hunted with 

Elkridge-Harford and soon met Ann McKay, a key founding member of MCTA, who became a 

close friend and equestrian mentor for the rest of her life.  Jeanie rode Charlie Brown at MCTA’s 

very first horse trials, climbed the levels to compete in several long-format three-day events, and 

was still doing Beginner Novice well into her 80s—often on horses from Ann’s Arab/part-Arab 

sport horse breeding program.  In 2012 she did a USDF Century Ride (horse + rider age = 100) on 

one of her retired Prelim horses, and in 2015 she received the USEA Vintage Cup, an appreciation 

award for those over 60 who continue to compete and show superior sportsmanship.  As a 

volunteer Jeanie “did it all,” from serving as MCTA president in 1980-81 to organizing 

competitions in the early years to fence judging at just about every competition MCTA ever held—

often those in which she was also riding.  When the Starter level was added to the recognized horse 

trials at Shawan Downs in 2024, organizer Chris McKay Donovan, for whom Jeanie had been 

something of a “second mother,” donated this punch bowl set in Jeanie’s memory for the senior 

MCTA member with the best score at the new level.  Since for years Jeanie had hosted monthly 

board meetings at her home, the set seems most appropriate!  While the bowl and tray will make 

up the perpetual trophy engraved with winners’ names, the twelve matching Jefferson cups will be 

given to the first twelve winners as their “keeper” trophies.    

 

                                                           

                                          



2024          Savannah Fulton  (FMF Asparagus) 

                                        2025          Not awarded 

                                        2026          Savannah Fulton  (Juniper) 

 

           

                          

           
                                      

Jeanie (far right) usually rode on one of the MCTA 

teams at the team competition once held at the USET’s 

Gladstone headquarters.  Here she’s on one of Ann 

McKay’s stallions in the main ring in 1988. 

Jeanie and Run Around Sue leap into the Preliminary water 

at the Virginia Horse Trials (VA Horse Center, Lexington) in 

2000. 

 

 

 

  
 

A typical meeting in Jeanie’s dining room in 

2019.  Her scrumptious desserts and other 

wonderful cooking always contributed to a 

robust attendance! 

In her later years Jeanie became 

the smiling face of MCTA, 

giving out ribbons, prizes, and 

trophies from the awards trailer. 

Jeanie, here with fellow 

former MCTA president and 

photographer Julie Abe, 

loved dogs as much as 

horses—especially 

Dalmatians and Jack 

Russells. 

 



 

 

 

 
Jeanie (striped shirt), Ann McKay (plaid shirt) and 

Chris Donovan (red shirt) meet with other MCTA 

stalwarts in Jeanie’s kitchen, where much of the 

organization’s business was conducted over more 

than fifty years. 

 
 

 

 

 

                      

 


