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THE AAZRAK/ANN McKAY FOUNDERS TROPHY   

 

 

When MCTA started up in 1972, Ann McKay was one of just a handful of its founding members 

who had ever actually ridden in an event.  As such she was the natural choice to co-organize the 

organization’s very first horse trials at Jackson Hole Farm.  In those early years Ann not only 

designed the cross country courses, but also helped to build the jumps and then sketched them 

for the program.  She also donated her time for clinics, her farm for cross country schools, and at 

one time or another wore just about every volunteer hat there is to wear in evernting . . . and 

that’s a LOT of hats!  All the while Ann was also running her own breeding/boarding/teaching 

business in White Hall and putting on starter events there too.  Forty-plus years later, she is still 

an active volunteer.  This trophy honoring all those years of invaluable contributions to MCTA 

was presented by Chris Donovan, Ann’s daughter and 2009-2014 MCTA President, in 2013 

when the venerable Jenny Camp event moved to Shawan Downs and added Training Level 

competition.  It was designed and created by Ann’s son-in-law, Tim Donovan, for the MCTA 

member of any age with the best Training Level score. 

 

 

                         2013               Julie Abe  (Effie) 

                         2014               Julie Abe  (Effie) 

                         2015               Addie Thornley  (Toga) 

                         2016               Hannah Gilhool  (Skye’s The Limit) 

                         2017               Tiffany Wandy  (Andromeda) 

                         2018               Rachael North  (Be Quick Don’t Hurry) 

                         2019               April LaBarre-Melato  (Smoke It Over)  

                         2020               Morgan Cillo-Connelly  (Firefly) 

                         2021               Delaney O’Neil  (Eirly Ladd) 

                         2022               Courtney Sendak  (DGE Swipe Right) 

                         2023               Courtney Sendak  (DGE Mo’ Money Mo’ Problems) 

                         2024               Brooke Powers  (Independent Son) 

                         2025               Andronicki DiBiasi  (Dictate the Terms) 

                         2026               Courtney Cooper / Briarhill Excel Star Take 2 

       

 



 

 
Just as Ann McKay has always been an extremely 

versatile MCTA volunteer, she has also done just about 

everything there is to do with horses.  In this early 1970s 

photo from the old Maryland Horse magazine, Ann and 

her foundation sire and eventing partner, the Arabian 

stallion Aazrak, had been called in by her husband to 

help clear debris from a construction  site that was 

inaccessible to motorized vehicles.  (The photo is by 

famed equestrian photographer Peter Winants who was 

also a long-time editor of The Chronicle.) 

                               

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ann’s sketch of an option fence on the Preliminary course for the 1982 MCTA Horse Trials at Jackson Hole. 

 

*     *     * 

 

 
 

The initial winner of the Aazrak Trophy was Julie Abe on Effie, shown here over a log that is part of the iconic 

water complex at Shawan Downs.  Julie also won the trophy the second year it was offered! 
Leslie Bertram photo 


