Maryland Combined Training Association

THE POLLYWOG MEMORIAL TROPHY

In 2019 this trophy was donated by Merrilyn Ratliff for MCTA’s Jenny Camp horse trials to
remember Pollywog, her very special Thoroughbred filly who had immense potential for eventing.
Before Pollywog and her adult amateur owner could live their dream of competing in their first
starter trial though, Pollywog severely colicked and, despite surgery and all the love in the world,
could not be saved. A pollywog is, of course, a tadpole—the first life stage in a progression toward
a lifetime of jumping around—so this trophy is awarded at the pre-Starter
(Introductory/Elementary levels) to encourage those just beginning their adventures in eventing as
well as to honor a horse who, in her four short years, inspired her owner and others to cherish every
step along the horsemanship journey. Hopefully it will inspire all of its recipients and their equine
partners to strive and succeed, but also to savor their time together, however lengthy or brief.

2019 Patti Giles (Sierra Alpha)

2020 Jay Fillipone (Yournottheone)
2021 Jazz Napravnik (Rosie McGuire)
2022 Courtney Sendak (Suzie Q Sonde)
2023 Jacqui Ray (Fake News)

2024 Savannah Soethe (Double Dutch)
2025 Aubrey Dozier (Flynn)

2026 Alex Levering / Star Contender ZA



Pollywog and Merrilyn before the tragic events of June 24, 2014.



